THE LONDON CITY HALL & THE GHERKIN
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The London City Hall is

a very ancient building

a very modern building.

In which London borough* is the City Hall? 
 in the City
in Westminster
in Southwark

Where is the City Hall located in London?(give the address): _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

When did it open? ________________ Who was the architect who designed it? ______________________________

Name a monument that is very close* to the City Hall: __________________________________________________

Who or what organisation uses the City Hall as its headquarters*?: ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

(Help! the mayor =  le maire)
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The Gherkin is

a stadium

a skyscraper*

a tower

It is 
160 m high

190 m high

180 m high.

Give the number of floors*: __________________

Its construction started in 
2000

2001


2003

The Gherkin’s real name is “St Mary Axe”. What does it correspond to?

to the name of the architect who designed it
to Queen Mary’s name


to the address of the building

In which London borough is the Gherkin?  in the City in Westminster in Southwark

Give the building’s exact address: ______________________________________________________

When did it officially open? ___________________

It is famous for 
its round shape*
   its triangular shape    its oval shape.

The exact superficy of glass* on the outside* of the building is:

24,000 m2

25,000 m2


26,000 m2

There is a plaza* in front of the Gherkin. Who can use it? (click on “FACT FILE”, then “FAQ” on the left to answer the questions): _________________________________________ ________________________________________

Find one point in the building that is very good for environment: __________________________________________

Now click on “FACT FILE”, then “FACTS” on the left to answer the questions.

What can you find at the top of the Gherkin?

a shopping center

a swimming-pool

a bar and a restaurant

Find (in kilometer!) the quantity of steel* used to construct the Gherkin: ___________________________________

What did the workers* find on the site of the Gherkin when they started constructing it?

______________________________________________________________________________________

(Help! a grave = une tombe)

Match these different elements of the Gherkin to their equivalents :

superficy of external glass 



 3 times the height of Niagara Falls

the plaza





equivalent to 8 tennis courts

the Gherkin’s height*




equivalent to 5 football pitches*

TOOL-BOX: 

A borough: un quartier

headquarters: quartier general




close: proche de

A skyscraper: un gratte-ciel
a floor : un étage
the shape : la forme

Glass : du verre


outside : à l’extérieur


a plaza : une place

Steel : acier
workers : les ouvriers

the height : hauteur
 a football pitch : un terrain de foot
